THE KLECKNER STORY
1-29-2003
For the sake of any posterity who might have an interest in researching the Kleckner background, while my brain is still functioning, I am writing what I know (or guess at) as a basis for further research.
Census records on a microfiche at the library showed that the Kloeckners came from Baden, Germany. There is a city Baden and an area, somewhat like our counties, also named Baden, so I do not know exactly which would be their "heimat".
When Hugo and I purchased a piece of land in rural Two Rivers, WI, we got the abstract for it, which has now been passed on to the present owners, our daughter, Sue and her husband, Andrew Anderson. The abstract showed that Heinrich Kleckner (Kloeckner) purchased the land where we lived on July 10, 1855.


Albert Kleckner told me yesterday that the farm was originally 120 acres. Heinrich was married to Anna Magdalena Heisler, but do not have a date or place of their wedding. On cemetery records, she was listed as "Lena" so perhaps she was Magdalena Anna. Heinrich was born about 1824 and died about 1916. Anna died about 1881 or 1882 according to cemetary records. They are buried, along with a daughter Lena? who may have died young, at Calvary Cemetary in Two Rivers.
In about 1881?, Heinrich divided the land between his sons, with John receiving the home farm of about 40 acres and the house, and Henry receiving land south of Hwy VV down to the river and perhaps beyond the river. Much of this land was marsh and Albert says his grandfather?? would cross the river by boat in fall and cut the marsh hay. Then, in winter, he would go with the sleigh and horses and bring the hay back to the barn. An 1878 map shows Heinrich still owned all 120 acres (see maps in tree).
Albert was not clear about what happened to the portion of land that Henry had, but Amanda Cora Kleckner Holsen, Henry's youngest daughter, and she told us he married Elizabeth Schleier and, at some time, took over the Schleier farm on Hwy B on the way to Manitowoc, about midway between D and the city. He sold his land back to Heinrich who sold it to John. I think John must have sold it to someone else, possibly Henry Buenzow (Bunzew) who was married to Katherine Eiermann, a niece of John Kloeckner I. Albert mentioned a Zarn, but was vague on where he fitted in. See maps in tree.
Heinrich and Anna's children were Mary, married to Herman Raatz; Lena, who died; Catherine A, who married Joseph Jacquette; John, who's wife was Katherine Steer, Henry, married to Elizabeth Schleier; and Amelia (Emilia) married to John Eiermann. See the family tree for details and descendants.

After Anna died, Heinrich lived with John and Katherine in a room off the kitchen. After John died (apoplexy—stroke) the story told is that Katherine had a door put into that room and the door to the house closed up. From other rumors told, I suspect he was cantankerous in his old age, but she took care of him until his death in 1916. I have no death certificates to confirm dates.
One of my guesses is that the "summer kitchen" that was moved to Richard's land on Woodview Lane and now belongs to Andy & Sue, was Heinrich's first "home" when he came to Two Rivers in 1855. I do not know if he married here or before he homesteaded here. The building had two rooms, a tiny bedroom, a stove and chimney with a chimney cabinet below. It would have served to live in, as many pioneers lived very simply until they were able to complete the new house.

I made some efforts to find where Heinrich came from. A cousin of mine who was Register of Deeds in Ozaukee Co. when I was doing my family tree, noticed the Kleckner name on some records there and sent me 28 pages of data re the name. Of interest was a death certificate of a John Kloeckner who was born in 1790. Since he could have been about $4 when Heinrich was born, it is possible that he could be Heinrich's father, but I was too busy to trace much re that. We did contact some of the Kleckner's in his area (Port Washington) and one remembered his folks mentioning visiting someone in Two Rivers, so it is possible we have a lot crf relatives in that area. We also visited Matt Kleckner in Cleveland, WI area, who was also from Port Washington, but he was elderly and not very interested or helpful. But he sure sounded and looked a lot like Richard!!
Another "connection" was Maria Anna Kloeckner, who was married to Xavier Eleust or Blust. We believe she was Heinrich's sister. She lived next door to Heinrich on land that was later part of Stoer's farm and is now the Paul Zander home. A daughter, Johanna, one of ten children, was born 1/16/1861 in the Town of Two Rivers. Someone told me that when her husband died, Maria moved to Sheboygan Falls where one of her sons had a butcher shop. These things were hearsay and we didn't have much time to trace them, but if we could find her burial place or death certificate, or those of Heinrich, that would make the connections. The man at the cemetery here gave me a web site which could be helpful (www.2 manitowoc.com) Sheri Milks. She's into a lot of genealogy for people.
There was a story told about how well Heinrich got along with his brother-in-law, Xavier. They each had a colony of bees and Heinrich, I guess, accused Xavier's bees of stealing his honey. Xavier denied it. So Heinrich put some flour on the floor o+ his hive and when it appeared on Xavier's bees feet, the truth was evident!
Feb. 4, 2002
Well, at this point, my source of information is gone--Albert died of a heart attack on Saturday, 2-1-2002. Eugene, who was only about 25 when his mom died and may not know much about the family background, but when I finish this, I'll run it past him and make additions or corrections. Maybe some other descendants o+ Eiermanns, Raatz, etc would be able to give me information. John Kleckner I and Katherine evidently farmed the 40 acres on Hwy VV. There was a road running through the north part of the farm from Hwy 147 to Shute, through Bugler's land and turning West somewhere near the Fischer and the Stehr (Stoer later)
farms. It was a dirt road and ran through swampy land down by the river. I guess wagons would have to cross the river at a point where the water was shallow. Some of this is shown on a map in the family tree. Crystal Springs 4H did a presentation of Shoto area (we met in the firehouse there) with maps and stories. When Hugo and I were going together, Richard took us through the muddy section of road, stepping on it to go through the ruts and said, "I like to live dangerously". When the upper part of Hwy VV was built, the old road, now Woodview Lane, was discontinued at the top of the hill near Fischers.
I think John II helped his mother with the farm after his father died. Not much of John I was told me. John II was about 38 when he married Clara Weber, who was 29. I think they were introduced by her sister, Elizabeth, who was married to Frank Haws and lived near Schmidts (Schmidts and Stehrs were relatives, too). This  was during the depression years and life was pretty hard. Albert thought his dad maybe worked somewhere in Two Rivers for awhile, but he was not well and supposedly died of Bright's disease on Dec 30, 1933. Clara stayed on the farm with Richard and Eugene while Albert went into the Army. Hugo said he knew he would be next to go, so he enlisted in the Air Force. His mother died in 1940. (1940 plus?)

When Clara passed away, the farm, with a lot of debts, went to the five children. Hugo and Albert wanted to buy it from the other three, but Richard and Lillian objected.
Richard thought that, as the oldest, he should just get it. In the end, they sold it to Stoers, who took over the debts and paid them some money besides, but no one got very much. Richard and Lillian were permitted to live there for 3 years, rent free, and Lillian insisted on an option to buy back the 5 1/2 acres that lay north of Woodview Lane in ten years. I think that Stoers thought the option would never be exercised, but when Hugo and I were looking for a place to build, we talked to Richard and Lillian about taking up the option and dividing that piece. Eugene, by then, was married to Dorothy Stephaniak and living at her folks farm. They were not interested in moving. Hugo did not remember getting any of the furniture or other personal Effects except a worn quilt. After, Hugo's and then Richard's deaths, Albert let me purchase a few things as memories of the family and gave me some photographs he wasn't interested in keeping.
Richard and Lillian were about at the end of their free rent period, so it was decided that Albert and Hugo, who had family started, would each buy 17 acres and Richard and Lillian, who were single, would each buy 1 acre next to the pea vinery. Hugo and I were living in an apartment at 819 Chicago St. in a house built about 1699 that my mother and Dad had bought. It needed a lot of fixing, which we did on the upstairs apartment, new electric, refinishing floors, painting, varnishing, etc. We had looked at farms, houses, etc. but moving to part of the original farm seemed like a great idea. On Nov. 4th 1949, we laid footings for a garage in a snowstorm. We built the garage with used lumber and got the roof on. I have a picture of me, about eight months pregnant, standing on a plank across two bucks, holding it down while Hugo pulled out the big spikes in it! I think Albert had bought a house trailer sometime around then and He and Sarah and little Johnny parked it on our land so they could help us, but I'm a bit foggy about just the time-line then. We had the electric hooked up and ran a line to their trailer, we had an outhouse, but I remember Albert having to empty the potty every night and fertilize what later became our garden!
Our baby was due in late December or early January. On Dec. 31st, Hugo was putting the last piece of siding at the west peak of the garage when he reached too far, the ladder slid sideways and I, below, tried to break his fall. I didn't get hurt, but the shock of it evidently precipitated labor and I had Jim about six weeks early. Not knowing much about having babies, when my water broke at 4 AM, I just put on a coat and shoes, etc. and Hugo raced me to Holy Family hospital. I had the baby about 7:05 AM. He was sort of shriveled and tiny so the nurses called him "Peanut".
The garage building continued. We had a kitchen, living room, bedroom, and washroom, with INDOOR PLUMBING! A large open area between the kitchen and living room allowed it to seem more spacious. Also we had the table at the "window" and a drop-leaf on the other side, so when company came, we could eat together. Our garage was even wallpapered, and served us well, until the advent of Ed and then Ann pushed us to finish the house we were working on just south of the garage. Jim and Ed were helpful with the building. Jim watched over Ed when he was awake, let me know when Ann was crying in the garage and put extra sand into the "mud" when we were putting up the basement blocks.
When we pushed the ground back around the basement walls, we found the little point trowel we had been missing. One of the tools Jim had buried in his play. I am not sure, but I think we put some information of the day into our south or northwest cornerstone, the first one laid.
When our house was complete, we helped Albert build his and they moved into it from the trailer. He had experience as a upholsterer in Sheboygan and started his own business here while working at Hamilton Mfg. Co. Our two families spent many years together, sharing child raising tips, baby sitting, car pooling, and watching our families grow. We called our area Klecknerville or Kleckner's Subdivision! The land is still in the family 148 years later.  
